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MEMBER 
APPRECIATION...
Betty and LaVern 
Mueller register for one 
of several $25 energy 
credits and a Willie 
Wiredhand collectible 
Christmas ornament 
given away at the coop-
erative’s 2011 Member 
Appreciation Day in 
December. Four credits 
of $25 each were given 
away at each office, and 
members who attended 
and paid their bill that 
day were eligible to 
register. 
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LaVern & Betty Mueller, Mayview
Ann Buhlig, Alma

Alan Weitkamp, Lexington
Lynn Bross, Higginsville
Betty Garrett, Oak Grove
Sam Hodge, Bates City
Marie Turner, Bates City

Barbara Connor, Napoleon
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Ray Schuknecht, Concordia
Richard & Ann Haynik, Bates City

YOUTH TOUR 
DEADLINE 

REMINDER...
ESSAYS ARE 
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“It will not be possible 
to get through 2012 
without an increase 
in electric rates. The 
good news is that this 
will be one of the most 
minimal increases we 
have experienced.”

Mike Gray
General Manager

*NOTICE TO MEMBERS*
In our ongoing effort to provide 
reliable service to our members, 
contractors with Lee Inspection Co. 
are currently inspecting nearly 9,000 
poles in the following 
locations:

Concordia Substation
(east of Higginsville and areas 

surrounding the city of Concordia)
Rose Hill Substation
(areas south of Holden)

Inspections will last well into 2012. 
Inspectors will have vehicle decals 
and photo badges identifying them 
as contractors for West Central 
Electric Cooperative. Questions may 
be directed to the Operations Dpt. at 
660-584-2131 or 800-491-3803,
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A LESSON LEARNED...West 
Central Electric Journeyman 
Lineman Todd Gast explains to 
Wellington Girl Scouts (l-r) Marisa 
Merritt, Savannah Crowley and 
Gabby Sisson how a set of spikes 
aid linemen when the need to 
clilmb a pole arises. The Girl Scout 
Troop visited WCE headquarters in 
Higginsville to learn about how line-
men do their jobs, what electricity is 
and how it is produced, and  how to 
stay safe around electricity.
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Should you clean your ducts? The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
estimates the air in your home could be up 
to 70 times more polluted than what you 
breathe as you drive to work. Dirty ducts 
could contribute to that pollution. 

EPA also points out that even a tenth of 
an inch of dust buildup on a heating coil 
can reduce performance by 21 percent. 

So, cleaning ducts may make for a 
healthier interior environment, and cleaning 
and repairing ducts should improve effi-
ciency. Whether you or a provider does the 
cleaning, here are two cautions:

Don’t let service personnel use a chemi-
cal biocide (considered a pesticide) or 
ozone on the inside of the ducts to kill 

bacteria and mold. According to EPA, no 
products are currently registered by the 
agency as biocides for use on fiberglass 
duct board or fiberglass lined ducts.

There’s not much research to demon-
strate the effectiveness of most biocides 
and ozone, and they may cause negative 
health reactions in occupants.

EPA does register some products for 
use on the inside of bare sheet metal air 
ducts as sanitizers on hard surfaces, which 
could include the interior of bare sheet 
metal ducts. However, if the directions call 
for rinsing with water, clearly you can’t use 
them inside ducts, where moisture could 
stimulate mold growth.

EPA recommends you ask the service 

provider to show evidence of microbial 
growth in the ducts and to explain why 
such cannot be removed by brushing or 
controlling moisture.

Beware of sealants for ducts as well. 
EPA and other organizations do not recom-
mend the use of sealants to encapsulate 
contaminants in any type of duct. Sealants 
may not even completely coat the ducts. 
They can affect the fire-retarding character-
istics of the duct fiberglass, and they may 
contain toxic ingredients. 

At www.epa.gov/iaq/pubs/airduct.html, 
EPA offers guidance on what to expect 
from a professional duct cleaner and a 
post-cleaning checklist.


