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UP, UP AND AWAY...Holden Elementary School Principal Angela Helms 

waves to students from her perch in the West Central Electric bucket 

truck. WCE visited the school during the annual Fall Festival at the end of 

October 2012. Students got a chance to see how cooperative linemen use 

the bucket truck, and were also treated to a Power Town demonstration 

which taught about electrical safety. In addition to apple peeling, bags of 

kettle corn and face painting, one of the highlights each year is watching 

the principal go up in the bucket truck.
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TOURING THOMAS HILL...Mark Cunningham (right), training coordinator at the Thomas Hill 

Power Plant in Clifton Hill, Mo., points out the surplus of coal left after this past mild winter to 

WCE General Manager Mike Gray (center). Cooperative employees took a tour of the plant 

in November while two of the three generating units were offline for maintenance and repairs. 

Employees were able to get a first-hand look at the source of the power the cooperative pro-

vides to its members.
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Story courtesy of AECI.

Holden plant readies to chase the wind

This is the time: resolve 
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The Holden Power Plant, located on Highway 131 just north of Holden, is a 

dual-fuel peaking plant used to supplement AECI’s generation during peak 

usage times in the winter and summer months, as well as to make up for 

generation lost at other AECI plants due to outages or scheduled mainte-

nance. Photo courtesy of AECI
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David Shirley, senior combustion turbine specialist at the Holden Power 

Plant, monitors plant operation from the control room. Photo courtesy of AECI
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Top right: WCE Youth Tour delegates Hali Mieser, Taylor Edwards 

and Rachelle Engen (far left of photo) and a few of their 80 new 

friends at Mount Vernon. 

Above: Lindsey Feldman helps her team build a model co-op at 

the Cooperative Youth Conference and Leadership Experience.

Above: WCE Youth Tour delegates Taylor Edwards, 

Hali Mieser, Kayla Goth and Rachelle Engen visit 

the United States Capitol Building while on the 2012 

Rural Electric Youth Tour to Washington, D.C.

Left: Hali Mieser (left) makes new friends at the 

Washington Nationals game during the 2012 Rural 

Electric Youth Tour.


