
The power of cooperation
The earliest members of West Central Electric started 

this cooperative many years ago to meet a need -- the 

need for a better life. They knew that cooperatives pro-

vided the power to change their communities.

As the dream of electrifying the countryside became a 

reality, farmers became more productive. Running water, 

light in the darkness and storing food was made possible. 

People were empowered by the improvement of every-

day life. Your electric cooperative is still doing that today. 

When the cooperative was formed back in 1939, the 

biggest concern was providing safe, reliable and afford-

able electricity. West Central Electric has met that 

need. But even more, your electric cooperative is 

here to empower members to improve their lives. 

You asked for high-speed internet. We jumped in 

to provide that service when there was none avail-

able. You asked for our help in sponsoring commu-

nity events and activities such as Miles for Meals for 

the senior centers, or Project Graduation. We hap-

pily obliged because we knew it was a good thing 

for the people in our local communities. 

We provide scholarships and the Rural Electric Youth 

Tour to help give our future leaders an education and 

broaden their awareness of our country. We provide free 

safety and efficiency programs to schools, businesses 

and community groups.

So you see, powering our communities was the origi-

nal focus, but empowering our members is what keeps 

us strong.
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       our communities

          

   

    Empowering
                                                 our members
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2013 Official Notice of Annual Meeting
The 2013 Annual Meeting of members of West Central Electric 

Cooperative, Inc. will be held: Friday, August 2, 2013 on the 
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19,000 linemen. One mission.

Power ON.

Max Swisegood, Oak Grove, Mo.

District 1

Stan Rhodes, Corder, Mo.

District 2
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Darlene Buckstead, Holden, Mo.

Sandra Streit, Holden, Mo.
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Cooperatives around the world generally operate according to the same 

core principles and values, adopted by the International Cooperative Alli-

ance in 1995. The International Cooperative Alliance is a global membership 

association of co-ops and co-op support organizations. Cooperatives trace 

the roots of these principles to the fi rst modern cooperative founded in 

Rochdale, England in 1844.

Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, open to all people able to use its 

services and willing to accept the responsibilities of membership, without 

gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimination.

Cooperatives are democratic organizations controlled by their members—

those who buy the goods or use the services of the cooperative—who 

actively participate in setting policies and making decisions.

Members contribute equally to, and democratically control, the capital of 

the cooperative. This benefi ts members in proportion to the business they 

conduct with the cooperative rather than on the capital invested.

Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help organizations controlled by their 

members. If the co-op enters into agreements with other organizations 

or raises capital from external sources, it is done so based on terms that 

ensure democratic control by the members and maintains the cooperative’s 

autonomy.

Cooperatives provide education and training for members, elected repre-

sentatives, managers and employees so they can contribute effectively 

to the development of their cooperative. Members also inform the general 

public about the nature and benefi ts of cooperatives.

Cooperatives serve their members most effectively and strengthen the 

cooperative movement by working together through local, national, regional 

and international structures.

While focusing on member needs, cooperatives work for the sustainable 

development of communities through policies and programs accepted by 

the members.
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