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“Seventy-five years ago our area 

didn’t have electricity... But instead 

of waiting for someone else to fix our 

problem, we turned to each other. We 

built our own utility, and we powered 

our future.”

National Cooperative Month
Cooperatives are all around you, and 

they are working to build a better world

SURPRISE VISIT...Delegates at the 2012 Cooperative Youth 

Conference and Leadership Experience were treated to a surprise 

visit from Dr. Lori Salierno (just below center of bike) who just so 

happened to be staying at the same hotel as conference delegates 

while on her Challenge the Cycle Tour. (Story on page 3.)

CYCLE 2012
Cooperative Youth Conference

and Leadership Experience
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CYCLE challenges students to become better leaders

CYCLE...West Central’s delegates (l-r) Angela Brown of Odessa High School, Lindsey Feldman of Crest Ridge High School and Bailey Clutter 

of Odessa High School partipate in “Can You Find Me” mixer at the opening of the Cooperative Youth Conference and Leadership Experience. 

A trip to the conference, put on by the Association of Missouri Electric Cooperatives, is one of the prizes in the Rural Electric Youth Tour con-

test. During the conference, 98 youth from across the state learned about cooperatives, participted in leadership activities, heard phenomenal 

presentations such as “Rachel’s Challenge,” and debated their own bill on the floor of the Missouri House of Representatives.
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WCE directors vote to retain current slate of officers

Clark Bredehoeft

President

Paul Nolte

Treasurer
Stan Rhoades

Asst. Secretary

Robert Simmons

Secretary

Ron Steelman

Vice President



COMMUNICATIONS UPGRADE...West Central 

Electric lineman Pete Nelson installs antennas on 

the cooperatives’ communication tower. The anten-

nas will allow for communication between co-op 

substations with the TWACS (Two-Way Automatic 

Commuincations System) automatic meter reading 

system, which uses existing power as the communi-

cation path. The upgrade will function as a back-up 

meter-reading system as part of the cooperative’s 

Cycle Billing Program to ensure meters are read on 

correct days and times. The system will also allow for 

pinpointing outages, malfunctioning systems, etc., and 

will increase overall reliability of these types of comu-

nications.

Five ways to get ready 

for winter on the cheap
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AT YOUR COOPERATIVE OFFICES 

IN HIGGINSVILLE AND OAK GROVE.


